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A History of Corpus Christi Parish
Mobile, Alabama
Corpus Christi Parish in west Mobile evolved from the early mission churches in that
area — particularly, St. Mary’s Mission Church, which was located on Government
Street Road (previously, “Grant Street”, and today’s Airport Blvd.) between Cody and
Schillinger Rds., and also Sts. Simon and Jude’s Mission Church, located on Cottage
Hill Rd. near the southeast corner of Hillcrest and Cottage Hill Rds. The first entries in
Corpus Christi’s Baptismal Register show the baptisms took place at Sts. Simon & Jude
and St. Mary’s Mission Churches.
As far back as 1933, these mission churches, and others that dotted the country side,
were served by Jesuit priests from Spring Hill College, who often traveled by horse and
buggy to celebrate Mass and the sacraments for the people in those rural areas.
Among the Jesuit priests who served St. Mary’s Mission and Sts. Simon & Jude’s
Mission Churches and the area were: Fr. Fox, S.J., Fr. McHardy, S.J., Fr. Dan Cronin,
S.J., Fr. Jack Cronin, S.J., Fr. Eisele, S.J., Fr. O’Donnell, S.J.
As was often typical in numerous mission areas, priests celebrated Mass in someone’s
home until a church building could be constructed. One of the homes where Mass was
celebrated in the early days was that of Mrs. Maude Cook. Eventually, St. Mary’s
Mission Church was built directly across the street from Mrs. Cook’s house on property
temporarily provided by Salvatore and Regina Granato for as long as the church and
school remained there.
In the early years, school classes were held at St. Mary’s Mission in the church: The 1st
grade was in the sacristy, the 2nd grade in the sanctuary, the 3rd and 4th grades on the
left side of the church, and the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades on the right side. Children sat
on the kneelers in the pews, and used the pew benches as desks.
The Sisters of Mercy of the Union, whose motherhouse was in Baltimore, Maryland,
served as teachers in the Mission School, and they also arranged for volunteer students
from their high school for girls (Convent of Mercy High School, in downtown Mobile) to
serve as teachers in the mission school. Sister Mary Consuella, R.S.M. also solicited
the help of at least three graduates of Mercy High School to serve as volunteer
teachers, and others later on. Some of those Convent of Mercy students who taught
were Aloyse Balthrop (who later joined the Sisters of Mercy and became Sister Mary
Alda Balthrop, R.S.M., and, eventually, principal of Convent of Mercy High School).
Graduates of Convent of Mercy who served as teachers included Ann McDermott,
Helen Fobes, Dacey Holcomb.
In 1935 a wooden building was moved from an old St. Michael’s Mission Church on Jeff
Hamilton Rd., to St. Mary’s Mission Church, and, with some additions, this building
provided classrooms.
In the Summer of 1957, on June 8, Archbishop Thomas J. Toolen appointed Father
Bernard McKenna, to serve the first resident pastor for this growing area of the diocese.

Father McKenna — a priest from Ireland, ordained for the Diocese of MobileBirmingham — was serving as an assistant pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Mobile when
he was appointed to become founding pastor for the new parish, not yet named. As
resident pastor of the area, Father McKenna continued celebrating Mass and the
sacraments both at St. Mary’s Mission Church on Government Street Road and at Sts.
Simon and Jude’s Mission Church on Cottage Hill Road. Father McKenna’s first entries
in the first baptismal register of Corpus Christi show the first baptisms took place at Sts.
Simon & Jude’s and at St. Mary’s Mission Churches. When Sisters of Mercy were able
to begin coming to the Mission to teach, Father McKenna arranged for parishioners to
drive a bus to pick up the Sisters from the Convent of Mercy downtown, and then the
bus would pick up the school children along the way back out to the Mission. On
November 26, 1957, ten acres, located off Airport Blvd., were purchased to be the site
for the new parish, whose western boundary extends to the Alabama-Mississippi state
line. Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new church were held January 28, 1958, and
on May 22, 1958, ground was broken for the parish’s new school building with three
rooms to serve 105 students. When the new parish of Corpus Christi was established,
St. Mary’s Mission Church was closed June 29, 1958. (Sts. Simon & Jude’s Mission
Church was closed soon after when the new St. Dominic’s Parish was established on
Burma Road, near U.S. 90 highway.)
While Archbishop Toolen was away in Ireland, Msgr. J. R. O’Donoghue, vicar general
of the diocese and pastor of St. Mary’s Parish, initially blessed the new church of the
new parish, now named “Corpus Christi,” and Archbishop Toolen would formally
dedicate the new church at a later date.
The first Mass in the new church of Corpus Christi Parish was celebrated on Sunday,
July 6, 1958 at 8:30 a.m. The first unit of the new parish school building, consisting of
three classrooms, was opened September 1958. As with the earlier St. Mary’s Mission,
the new parish school continued to be staffed by Sisters of Mercy of the Union — there
were three Sisters on the faculty: Sister Mary Aloyse, R.S.M., Sister Mary Marie
Teresa, R.S.M. and Sister Mary Carl, R.S.M.
On March 8, 1959, Archbishop Toolen celebrated the solemn dedication ceremony for
the new church and school. In September of 1959, two additional classrooms were built
making a total of five classrooms for an enrollment of 175 students. Additional
classrooms were added, and, on February 3, 1960, construction of a convent began.
The new convent opened August 17, 1963, and on August 22, 1963, the Sisters of
Mercy of Tipperary, Ireland, arrived to begin teaching in the school: Sister Mary
Raphael, Principal; Sister Mary of Lourdes, Sister Mary Annunciata, Sister Mary
Aloysius, Sister Mary of the Angels and Sister Mary Assumpta. The Sisters of Mercy of
the Union (from the Baltimore province), who initially served the parish school of Corpus
Christi, continued in their many other assignments in the diocese, including their Mercy
High School for girls, St. Mary’s School, St. Joseph’s School, Blessed Martin de Porres
Hospital, etc. On September 3, 1963, the new school year began with seven
classrooms for eight grades. In 1966 a new room with office space was added to the
school. At the same time, a full rectory was added to the back of the church to
complete the temporary living quarters for the pastor. Volunteer parishioners built the
rectory and classroom addition.

Archbishop Toolen, bishop of the Diocese of Mobile-Birmingham since 1927 (and given
the honorary title of “archbishop” by Pope Pius XII), retired in 1969. Bishop John L.
May, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Chicago, succeeded Archbishop Toolen as
Bishop of Mobile also in 1969.
In 1968, Monsignor J. Edwin Stuardi, Superintendent of Catholic Schools of the
Diocese, was initially appointed by Archbishop Toolen to serve as administrator of
Corpus Christi in addition to his duties as the Superintendent of Catholic Schools.
Later, Bishop May appointed Msgr. Stuardi to succeed Father McKenna as Pastor and
Father David Tellier as Associate Pastor of Corpus Christi Parish. At the same time,
Bishop May appointed Brother Andre Robichaux, S.C. (of the Brothers of the Sacred
Heart) to serve as the new Superintendent of Catholic Schools.
In 1970 two wooded buildings were acquired from Brookley Field AFB and renovated by
volunteer parishioners into two classrooms and a parish hall. The parish now had a
school with nine classrooms, a library, and other supportive areas and offices. The
parish church would seat 240, and accommodate an additional 40 folding chairs down
the side aisles.
In April of 1973, Monsignor Joseph G. McArdle, was appointed by Bishop John L. May
to succeed Monsignor Stuardi as Pastor of Corpus Christi, with Father John Coghlan
serving as Associate Pastor. Six years later, in April of 1979, Corpus Christi Parish
broke ground for a new and larger church, which would be designed to seat 500. The
architect was John A. McArthur, Jr. of Shepherd and McArthur Architects of Mobile, and
the new structure was built by Radcliff Construction Company. On December 14, 1980,
the newly-ordained Archbishop of Mobile, Most Reverend Oscar H. Lipscomb,
dedicated the new church of Corpus Christi Parish, and was principal celebrant for the
dedication Mass. His principal assistants at the dedication were Monsignor Joseph
McArdle and Monsignor J. Edwin Stuardi. Following the construction of the new church,
volunteer parishioners renovated the old church to provide a parish hall and gym.
The last Religious Sister to serve as school principal was Sister Mary of the Angels,
who was succeeded by Cecilia Street, whom Msgr. Stuardi appointed to serve as
principal in 1973. Among the Sisters who served Corpus Christi as pastoral assistants
were Sister Ruth Coleman, R.S.M. and Sister Jeanine Funk, C.S.A. In 1988, when
there were no Sisters available to serve the parish, interior walls of the convent were
removed so that the building could serve as a place for parish meetings. In 1996, the
building was removed to make way for the new central parking lot.
In 1983, the parish built a new school building to house the library, six classrooms and
school offices and support areas; Victor Glazner was the architect and A.O. Ward the
contractor. In 1984 the old school building was renovated. The two wooden buildings
from Brookley Field were prepared to provide the parish’s newly-established Day Care,
with school principal Cecilia Street serving as its first director, and assistant director
Mary Ann Nobles named as director in 1988. Mary Ann Nobles was appointed pastoral
assistant in 1995. Linda Hawkins was named as director of Day Care/Preschool in
1999, and appointed pastoral assistant in 2011.

In the summer of 1987, a new rectory was completed. Msgr. McArdle retired from
active ministry that summer, but continued to serve as a retired priest in residence at
Corpus Christi until 1990. Msgr. Oliver E. Adams was appointed by Archbishop
Lipscomb to succeed Msgr. McArdle, and served as Pastor together with Associate
Pastor Father Michael Sreboth until December of 1987. On December 18, 1987,
Archbishop Lipscomb appointed Father James F. Zoghby and Father John S.
Boudreaux to serve as Pastor and Associate Pastor of Corpus Christi.
In order to meet the needs of the parish families, planning began in 1990 for the
expansion of the parish school and day care. Brenda Cain Elsevier, who had been
teaching at Corpus Christi since 1969, began serving as school principal in 1990. In
1991, a newly-revised master plan was established for the entire parish complex. The
first building constructed was the new Daycare building, designed by Architect Ron
Blitch of Blitch Architects in New Orleans; it was begun in 1992, and was dedicated by
Archbishop Lipscomb on May 9, 1993. The Brookley Field buildings were then
renovated to provide a new junior high classroom building.
Deacon Arthur W. Robbins was ordained to the diaconate and appointed to Corpus
Christi Parish in April of 1994, assigned to full time ministry. In the summer of 1994, the
parish continued with plans for the next buildings of the Master Plan: namely, a new
gymnasium and the first half of a new school building with five classrooms, two sets of
restrooms (one for the junior high grades; the other for Grades Three through Five.)
Also, property on the south side of McKenna Drive was purchased for the development
of two new parking lots. Classes began in the new school building in 1995, and the new
gym was occupied in 1996. On October 20, 1996, Archbishop Lipscomb dedicated the
new gym and school building, and a new “Memorial Island” dedicated to all of Corpus
Christi’s “past, present and future parishioners, clergy, religious, staff and all who help
to build up the Body of Christ.”
The school building which was completed and dedicated in 1996 was the back half of
what would be the main school building. In 1997, construction began for the front half of
that building, with seven more classrooms as well as administrative offices for the
school and the religious education program. This building was completed and
dedicated by Archbishop Lipscomb on April 30, 1998. With this new building, Corpus
Christi now had two classes for every grade from Kindergarten to 8th Grade. In 1999
Carol Smith DuPree was named principal of Corpus Christi School, and during her
tenure Corpus Christi School enjoyed its highest student enrollment with 575 students
from Kindergarten through 8th Grade. Also in 1999, Linda Hawkins was named director
of Corpus Christi Daycare/Preschool which had 105 children, including 6-week old
infants and children from age 1 through age 4. Construction of a new “Fine Arts” wing
to the Arts & Sciences building also began in 1999 and was completed and dedicated
by Archbishop Lipscomb on May 20, 2000. In 2001, Joan T. McMullen, who had been
teaching at Corpus Christi since 1990, was appointed school principal for the 2001-2002
school year. For the 2013-2014 school year K3 and K4 grades were added to the
school program, and the child-care program continued to be offered for 6-week to twoyear old children.

On May 24, 2000, groundbreaking ceremonies were held for Corpus Christi’s new
Community Center and Church renovation and expansion. The community center was
completed in October 2004, and the renovation and expansion of the church was
completed in October 2005. For future development the parish also purchased
additional properties, contiguous to Corpus Christi: property north of the parish’s sports
field; adjoining property extending to Hillcrest Road; two additional lots on Hillview Rd.
and one on Evergreen Road, where the Parish House is located.
On October 6, 2005, Archbishop Lipscomb dedicated the new community center and
the expanded/renovated church. Serving as the parish pastoral council leaders were
Bill Geers, Fritz LaCour and Chris Knight. Serving as the parish finance council leaders
were Tommy Magruder, Albert Reynolds, Deanie Waddell and Bill Kahalley.
Three years later, on October 12, 2008, Corpus Christi Parish celebrated its Golden
Jubilee, the 50th anniversary of its founding in 1958. Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi, the
newly-installed Archbishop of Mobile on June 6, 2008, celebrated Corpus Christi’s 50th
Anniversary Mass. Retired Archbishop Lipscomb also came and concelebrated the
Mass.
Priests who have served Corpus Christi Parish as Associate Pastors include Msgr.
Kenneth Klepac, Fr. David Tellier, Fr. Austin Conry, Fr. Edwin Dzienkiewicz, Fr. Richard
Gallagher, Fr. John Coghlan, Fr. David Trosch, Fr. Eamon Miley, Fr. Michael Sreboth.
On May 1, 2016, Fr. Zoghby announced the appointment of Mrs. Kristy F. Martin as
principal of Corpus Christi School, for the 2016-2017 school year.
Father James F. Zoghby and Father John S. Boudreaux retired on June 25, 2021.
Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi appointed Father Patrick Arensberg to serve as the new
pastor of Corpus Christi Parish, and Father Alexander Crow as parochial vicar, effective
June 25, 2021.
Throughout the history of Corpus Christi Parish, many have experienced the presence
of Christ here in this community, and have helped to bring Christ’s presence to others.
Through its 60 years of development and growth, Corpus Christi Parish has witnessed
what Msgr. J. R. O’Donoghue predicted for the parish when, as Vicar General, he
presided at its initial dedication ceremony in 1958: namely, that Corpus Christi Parish
would have a bright future. Indeed it has — thanks to the grace of almighty God and
the love and dedication of so many. May Corpus Christi Parish continue to grow in
wisdom, age and grace as the Body of Christ in this part of the Archdiocese of Mobile.

